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Kyst og Fisk Roskilde 11/11 - 12/12 
Kurt Living Sea, Denmark

Thank you for this invitation. My presentation is more a discussion paper then a lecture. Because I expect that most of you have the basic knowledge about the subject, and therefore I prefer the discussion. 
It will take me 20 min. and give us some time for discussion. The background for this discussion is my latest inspiration from Bangkok and Cambodia, and some articles I wrote and my blog from FAO’s small-scale fisheries conference in Bangkok with representative from 70 countries. In Bangkok we had 3 days NGO conference and then 5 days FAO conference from 11/10 – 18/10. 
Thereafter I travel with bus through Thailand and Cambodia to study the small-scale fisheries in the region. I visit small-scale fishers and fishery administration and experience fishery without restriction and fishes telling me that freedom is the most important in their life.

I will not go into detail with this conference and my  travelling and projects in Asia, Africa, EU and Denmark. This is my ballast, my cargo is this discussion. 

If this had been a more traditional presentation I should have titled it: "Is it possible for the Small-Scale Fisheries sector to survive in a Right Based management system? 
But my answer is simply: no it’s not not possible. So my task is clear here today – I have to convince you. And I’m not alone I get help from many sources ex. The Norwegian professor Bjørn Hersoug who stated in Bangkok 3 weeks ago: 
I quote:
“Overselling is the problem today it’s too many ITQ’s, MPA’s and CO-management academic missionaries on the marked. Our major challenge is not yes or no but how to secure rights based fisheries to the right people? To whom shall rights be allocated - and how, and what kind of rights? And he concluded: Maybe there are some other priorities that need to be sorted out first!”
This is our task. 

I’m inspired by Bjørn Hersoug and many of the good presentation in Bangkok and I bring with me all documents and presentation in a electronically form. You can also download most of documents from www.4ssf.org.

I will as already stated not go in detail about the outcome from the Bangkok small-scale fishery conference because my errand is the global small-scale sector and the focus in Bangkok where mostly on the 3 World countries, poverty, gender in fishery, the marked etc. 
It’s a very important agenda but I claim that if we in the rich world fail to take care of our small-scale sector it will be very difficult for us to help the small-scale fishers in the 3 World, and this sector need our help and assistants. 
My second claim: the small-scale sector cannot stay a live without political protection. If we so to say “let go” the small-scale fishery will be swallowed by the big fishery – and the special life form of the small-scale fishers will disappear forever.  
Some of you will agree with me and some of you will disagree perhaps with arguments like the Norwegian general director from fishery Johán Williams when. In Bangkok he clearly refused that small-scale fishers have special rights. 
I quote: 

"There is probably no one in this room who believe that taxi drivers should have special rights, so why should a particular group of fishermen have such rights?" 
It’s a interesting metaphor because in my opinion most of the political and fishery management responsibly people in our world, have the same position. It’s important to get this type of statement and positions out in the public, because this is what fishery is reduced to day – simply management.   

But first a bit about me and my and my background, without this it’s maybe difficult to understand my position in the following discussion. I am former fisher and skipper and from 1974 - 1990 my fishing ground where the North Sea and Baltic Sea. When I stopped my active fishing me and a group of good people, fishers and biologist started different marine environmental projects and from this work I understood that I have to study. So from 1991 – 1996 I went to the university to study environment, ecology and philosophy. 
In 1995 we funded the public society Living Sea with me as chairmen until 2007. In this period I was responsible for a variety of projects in Danish and EU fisheries and development projects. For the moment I’m fishing politically active in Live Sea but earn my money out of the society. 

So I’m from the small-scale fishers sector, but not born from it. It gives me some possibilities to navigate in and out of the sector. But the small-scale fisheries and its actors formed my life and my political position and today its clearly to defend the small-scale sector. 
But it’s important - I and Living Sea have always rejected any form of political mandate from the fishers because our defense is the sector not the actors.


The small-scale sector itself is with reference to FAO's many reports a very large group of people, up to 100 million people. And they occur wherever there are coasts, rivers and lakes. 

Its a group with 50 % are women because the catching sector is only one part of the SSF lifestyle. The whole family is normally involved all in the process from sea to table. In Senegal 2005 the fishers in San Louis told me very clearly that they don’t need any hydraulics system to help with dragging the net because they have to take as many as possible from the family, friends etc. out fishing.

This where also very visibly in Cambodia, but again it is different from country to country, continent to continent, poor to rich, etc. 
But nevertheless we still group this sector as a group different from the more economical rationale business with need access to money for buying modern equipment, getting public financial support, buy quotas, rights, etc. 
The rational fishing also requires a basic knowledge and therefore schooling. 

The majority of the small-scale actors do not have this basic knowledge and therefore in the fundament, in the thinking this group is from day one excluded from the modern right based commercialized fishing and marketing. 

In Bangkok, we heard reports from the fishery where fishers were arrested put in jail, even shot ad and killed, etc. just because they did not know the "new" limits to fishing, borders between countries and new MPA areas etc.

They didn’t have the needed instruments GPS and not to mentioned the basic educational background to understand the new instruments. And if they had - they where fare away from having the finical capacity to fulfill this requirement.

Its big differentness between the poor and rich small-scale fishes, but not on the bottom-line, in the poor world the small-scale fishes and their communities disappear to more poverty in our world they give up and sell their quotas and rights. 
Our small-scale fishers give up or adopt the new regulation and start to capitalize them self. The result is the same – they disappear with the loss of their communities and it’s also our loss. The small-scale fishers give up and hand over their rights to the companies reedy to bay. And it’s very important to understand that the small-scale fishers do not have this in our time high valued liberalistic so-called free choice, they are forced ether to sell or to bay – and none of these 2 possibilities is requested from the small-scale fishers. 

We have to ask our self – is it acceptably? And we have to ask our self – way do we demand from our small-scale fishers that this group have to adopt our way of life, when we in the same time know that if they do it – they will disappear? 

Without big problems we understand that indigenous people must be protected against our lifestyle. We have signed a long list of UN declaration for protection of this people. But the small-scale fishers have only some sentence in § 16,1 in the Bergen Code of Conduct from 1984, and this code is not binding. Way it’s so difficult for us to set down a binding code of conduct for the small-scale fishers?

 
We kill the small-scale fisher communities without political protection, but we also kill them with what I call our "educational dictatorship" We kill them with this fundamentally based assumption that we have to be educated; it’s in my humble opinion, absolute nonsense. 
It’s of course correct if we need school education but if we need to be fisher we need first of all to go to the sea – as early as possible. We accept this for our children today, they have to learn and study all aspect of the school life from kindergarten, in some year our children will start English learning in 1. Class. 
Way – because it’s better learning. It’s also vital for the future fishers that they start very early on the sea. If we don’t understand and accept this we destroy the life form of small-scale fisheries in the education system. And out of  school education system we get young people who have adopted our new management system reedy to put the businessmen above the fisher.        
This focus on school learning brings to 2 new aspects treating the life of the small-scale fishers today. Of course the whole concept of management, protecting the sea and the fish stocks but now also including marine protected areas MPA and eco-labeling.

In Bangkok representative from the world small-scale fishers totally rejected MPA and Marine Stewardships MSC labeling. 
The message where crystal clear – the sea environment and the fish stock has to be protected from the damaged coming from the industrialized and highly capitalized fishing industry. Therefore the fishery management systems have to reduce or remove the fishery from this sector if the system will have a more sustainably fishery. 

And if MPA is introduced this area most not exclude small-scale fishers. MSC is not concept for small-scale fishers it’s a concept for the industry.

If you visit small-scale fisheries communities in Europe you will hear statements like “we just like to fish and have our living from fishing that’s all”. You will see young people fishing but telling you that they fish without future. The fishers tell you nearly the same story that they started with a small boats with some friends even before they whet to school etc. It’s the same story everywhere. 
But you don’t listen to them with open mind. You think – aha this “fishermen” will just have their freedom so they can fish all the fish in the sea because this is what fishermen do! They have no responsibility for the future generations they fish to most. You write books like “Tragedy of the commons” etc. and you convince yourself and its other that this is the fact. And therefore you now we build more and more sophisticated managements systems. And in this system building we create the future fishery bay excluding the normal fishing and giving the fishing rights to the people accepting our systems. We have all forgot that a fishermen can be a family with a 6 meter boat and no deft fishing for the daily life and food and one single fishermen with 100 meter boat and a 100 mio $ deft. “Albacore 3” is a 3000 tons tuna vessel from Spain. I’m a member of EU LDRAC and every 2 month I meet with the owner now former fishermen in Madrid telling us about all his problem in the pacific. This boat alone catch more tuna and all the fishermen from the many pacific islands where Albacore operate. I work in Eritrea in the Red Sea. There is 40 cooperative on the coast and many island all of them catch less than 10 % of one of our Danish trawler catch a year.    
Of course Albacore and this type of industry needs a management system, and we have build it. It’s not function yet but the fishing industry has adopted the new agenda. They have employed the academic staff needed to talk with the growing staff in the management systems, and also important with the actors from the international nature- and environmental protecting agencies and organizations. 

So nowadays we have or close to have a union in fishery management between the industry, the biologist, the national and international agencies and the big society from the nature and environmental movements, we call them BINGOS.

But inside this nowadays very sophisticated system we find the remains of the small-scale fishery remains because in our world they gave up or on the way to give up, and in the poor world they are pressed out of there fishing to more poverty.

Finally this remarks. Yes we need management but we need 2 systems. One for offshore and one for inshore including rivers and lakes. And if we use a quota system we need 2 systems. Nationally and internally we secure the inshore fishery by low and if the inshore sector refuse to have a Right based system we respect them.

Thank you.       

Living Sea statement. 
FAO’s conference “Securing Sustainable Small‐Scale Fisheries” Bangkok, Thailand, October 2008 

Traditional costal fishery is disappearing, because fishing rights and quotas are being capitalized. Pollution and over fishing significantly increase the issuing problems. 
First we must establish beyond doubt that no matter which methods and tools, one employs, fishery is a hunt for natural resources. And that therefore, everyone must agree that we cannot create sustainable solutions for the future by relying exclusively on ever more sophisticated technologies and sience. 
We must find new strategies. 
Every year, many declarations are written, which describe the values that belong to our fishery as well as the threats that we are facing. We must now recognize that we have not been successful in persuading the authorities and the politicians that modern industrialized and capitalized fishery should adapt itself to our types of fishery, and not the other way around. 
For the defence of our fishery, we therefore establish a global alliance – a world forum consisting of active fishers in North, South, East and West, who join and respect the life forms and types of fishery that we take to be worth defending. We of course acknowledge that our strategy must take into consideration the economic differences between fishers from North and South. But those differences do not change our determination to now emphasize our professional and social common ground. It is on this common ground that our alliance is build. 
The purpose of the alliance is to strengthen and develop our fishery everywhere on the globe. We do that by making visible our methods and strengths everywhere it is possible – on the internet, at common actions, happenings and gatherings across nations and regions. We do this with a positive strategy to make it clear to the outside world that coastal fishery is the fishery of the future, as opposed to the heavy, modernized fishery, which historically speaking is still very young – and will soon belong to the past! 
We know that there will be fish for coming generations, for we know that capital will disappear from fishery, before the fish disappears from the ocean. But we are well aware that capital causes a lot of damage and destruction, before it seizes fire, and we must therefore work to ensure that it disappears as soon as possible out of fishery. 
This work must not drain us from energy, since our first priority must be to preserve coastal fishery, create a stronger identity, make it clear to the world that coastal fishery has what the world will demand from fishery in the future. 
Once the politicians realize that the coastal fishers will not just go away, but on the contrary will organize themselves as active fishers everywhere and appear together on the internet, in public debates, and on the street, the politicians will be able to opt for the coastal fishermen, instead of for the capitalized fishery, which has been organized for this very purpose. 
On behave on Living Sea board 
Kurt Bertelsen Christensen 

Bangkok 17. October 2008 

This statement is inspired from: The Hirtshals Declaration: http://www.levendehav.dk/uk/dec‐hirtshals.htm, The Grenaa declaration: http://www.norden.org/webb/pressrelease/pressrelease.asp?lang=6&id=1230 and ECOast Fish: http://www.levendehav.dk/rapport.pdf 
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